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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 9-10 and 34-35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections ' 35 use § 102 i 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except thiat an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English lariguage. 

Claims 1,2, 9, 10 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tiaoetal. 

Tiao et al shows an illumination device which uses an LED as the light source (see 
column 3, lines 5-10) positioned along an end surface of a light guide 310 with a light 
converging means 330 including a lens array positioned adjacent the light emission side 
of the light guide (see Figure 3D - claims 2, 9, 10 and 35). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tiao et a! 
in view of Tanka et al. 

Tanaka et al teaches that it is known in the art to have a diffuser positioned 
adjacent a light guide which has a prismatic surface adjacent the emission face of a 
light guide to internally reflect and direct to the emitted light. It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art that the light converging means of Tiao et al could be 
prismatic shaped in the same manner as taught by Takata et al because various shapes 
and sizes are used in diffusers in combination with light guides to redirect emitted light. 

Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tiao et 
al in view of Tanaka et al. 

Tanaka et al teaches that it is known in the art to have a light guide with a structure 
having a different refractive index than the base of the light guide (see Figure 27). 
Depending on the desired light emission characteristics it would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art that the light guide of Tiao et al could have been modified to 
include a refractive layer on the light guide in the same manner as taught by Tanaka et 
al because the additional refractive layers help redirect the light within the light guide for 
more efficient light emission. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Wang et al shows a backlight system positioned adjacent a 
backlight guide or at a corner of the light guide with an adjacent deflector. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications should be 
directed to Examiner Neils at (571) 272-2377 on a Monday or Thursday. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jong (James) Lee can be reached on (571) 272-7044. 
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